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VOICES OF TIN SHUI WAIR
STORIES THAT CONNECT US

Introduction: A Journey into Storytelling

Recently, a group of 21 S4 and S5 students participated in a storytelling workshop organized by Hong
Kong Shift. This immersive experience taught them essential skills in interviewing, social
communication, and storytelling. Students ventured into the community to find potential interviewees,
conducted interviews, and captured their stories through photographs. They then translated and
combined these narratives to create compelling feature articles.
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Fax: 24701106

To celebrate the school's 30th anniversary, the final products of this project are now on display in an
exhibition on the 3rd floor of the new wing. The exhibition showcases articles featuring interviews with
individuals from both our school campus and the Tin Shui Wai neighborhood, offering a glimpse into the
lives and experiences of those around us.

Phone: 2470 3363

Stepping Out of Comfort Zones
By Daisy Chan, Macy Leung, and Tracy Lai (4A)

Ouir first interview was with Carol, a shop owner in Tin Sau Bazaar. Initially, we were nervous—it was our
first time conducting an interview! But as Carol began sharing her life stories, we quickly felt at ease. She
was warm and talkative, and through our conversation, we learned so much about her shop and her
journey.

Website: www.hkmakslo.edu.hk

Finding an interviewee wasn't easy. We walked around the bazaar, hesitant to approach strangers. When
we saw Carol chatting with customers, her friendly demeanor encouraged us to take the first step. We
introduced ourselves nervously, explaining our project, and to our relief, she agreed to participate.

We returned for a second interview during her off-nours to dive deeper into her story. Carol shared the
history of her store, her relationship with her mother, and how societal changes have impacted her
business. By the second interview, we felt more confident, thanks to the skills we learned in the
workshop.

This experience taught us not only about interviewing and writing but also about the importance of
connecting with people. We gained valuable skills in photography and storytelling, and most
importantly, a deeper understanding of the community we live in.

Address: 26 Tin Pak Road, Tin Shui Wai, Yuen Long, N.T.



http://www.hkmakslo.edu.hk/

Hong Kong is a bustling city where we cross paths with countless people every
day. Yet, many of these interactions are fleeting—quick greetings or silent
exchanges as we pass by, earphones in and heads down. This made us wonder:
Are we truly part of a connected society, or are we just isolated individuals?

Through Hong Kong Shift, we took the first step to engage with people in our
neighborhood. We interviewed a local butcher at Tai Kiu Market, someone we
might never have approached otherwise. He shared how younger generations
now prefer buying frozen meat from supermarkets, leading to a decline in
traditional wet market sales.

This conversation made us reflect on how our fast-paced lifestyles often
prioritize convenience over connection. While supermarkets are undeniably
convenient, we realized that wet markets offer fresher produce and a sense of
community that is slowly fading.

This project reminded us of the importance of human connection. Everyone,
regardless of their background or occupation, has a story to tell. By listening to
these stories, we not only learn from others but also strengthen the bonds
within our community.

:‘?; . | The Hong Kong Shift workshop was more than just a writing exercise—it was a

L éﬁ‘ ) journey into the lives of people in our community. We learned to uncover their
stories, passions, and aspirations, and to translate these into compelling
narratives.

One of the most valuable lessons was the “Art of Listening.” Truly hearing
someone's story requires patience, empathy, and an open mind. This skill is not
only essential for writing but also for building meaningful relationships.

Collaboration was another key takeaway. By working together and providing
constructive feedback, we improved our writing and created a supportive
environment. This teamwork not only enhanced our individual work but also
strengthened our sense of community.

The workshop inspired us to continue exploring the power of storytelling. As
writers, we hope to amplify the diverse voices in our community and inspire
others to share their stories. Through listening, collaboration, and revision, we
have not only honed our writing skills but also deepened our understanding of
the human experience.

The Hong Kong Shift storytelling workshop was a transformative experience for all of us. It taught us the
importance of listening, the value of collaboration, and the power of storytelling. Through this project, we have
not only improved our writing and photography skills but also gained a deeper appreciation for the people
and stories that make up our community.

As we move forward, we carry with us the lessons we have learned and a renewed commitment to sharing the
voices of Tin Shui Wai. After all, it is through these stories that we truly connect and grow as a community.
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